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November 7, 2018

To Whom It May Concern,

As the office manager of a large group dental practice, | give my highest recommendation to the Dental
Assisting Program at Central PA Institute of Science and Technology. | feel this school has been
instrumental in providing an exceptional career opportunity for students and adults alike.

This program has not only prepared the students with an excellent start on their dental careers, but has
also provided the dental offices in our area with the opportunity to confidently hire assistants that we
know are well trained in all aspects of the dental office. This training includes the basic dental assisting
skills, but just as importantly, also focuses on ethics and values to help develop better employees.

Our office has worked closely with CPI as business partners and frequently hire these outstanding
students. As members of the Occupational Advisory Committee since its inception, we voiced our
opinions on the need for the program, and have since been privileged to watch as it has far surpassed
our expectations of quality training. When | have been asked to provide mock interviews for the
students at CPI, they consistently impress me with their preparedness for the interview and their
excitement to begin their careers.

We value the commitment that CPI provides to the growth of their program. We had the opportunity to
co-host a continuing education course with CPI for the dentists‘in our area, providing them with
information on the utilization of EFDA’s and the value they provide within a dental office. We are
anxiously awaiting the addition of this program to benefit our dental community.

In summary, the valuable opportunity that our technical school has to offer high school students (as well
as adult students) with instant employment and/or providing the strong foundation to further pursue
their educational goals, is invaluable in my opinion.

Sincerely,

Diana Crable
Office Manger



SCENERY PARK
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

Brian D CHRISTIAN, DM.D. o Curpr A, Basco, DM DL

November 7,2018
Dear Advance CTE:

This letter is written in reference to the program for dental assisting given at the Central
Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Technology in Pennsylvania. | have been helping the
ladies and gentlemen with their externship on the mobile dental van that we take to nursing
homes in the area for the past 5 years.

The students prepare in the classroom by learning instruments and procedures.and goaut on
the van as early as 2 months into the program. Some of the high school students that have
been part of the program for several years already have their radiology certification and can
help with the radiographs as we need them. Ffind that even those that are apprehensive before
they do this externship, they know that the patients we see from the nursing homes will most
likely not be an example of what they will encounter in a regular dental practice. They are
exposed to working with medically compromised patients not just with respect to medications,
past surgeries, physical limitations, but also those with mental im pairments as Alzheimer’s and
stroke victims. The students have to be prepared for many types of dental procedures including
composites, amalgams, extractions, denture care, and routine cleaning of appliances. They &
learn how to talk to seniors and are very compassionate with those that are out of their daily
routine and have anxiety about dental work.

The program at CPI prepares the students for procedures common in the dental office setting,
lab work that is commonly performed, and a professional attitude to cross over to the work
place. Most dentists in our area will call Mrs. Tobias for referrals when they are looking for a
dental assistant to hire. The CPI program has an excellent reputation in the central Pennsylvania
area for graduating capable assistants that can perform above average in an office.

Sincerely,

@% Q/@%&y OMP

Cheri A. Basco,DMD

PARK PLACE ONE » 110 REGENT COURT » SUITE 201 <« STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801 v (814) 238-9573
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To Selection committee for the Excellence in Action Award:

It is with great pleasure that I have the opportunity to write this letter of recommendation: for
Mrs. Mindi Tobias, the Dental Assistant Instructor at CPIL. I have known Mindi for a little over ten
years; we first met at the New Teacher Work Shop held at Penn State. Ever since that day I have
witnessed a teacher who is very passionate about her job, a teacher who always expects the best from
her students and herself on a daily basis. She is a natural teacher who makes the entire school better
by being there and her passion for CPI can be seen each day. If something needs to be done and it
has to be precise, everyone goes to see Mrs. Tobias! '

Although she is not vocal and doesn’t ever want the spotlight on her, Mrs. Tobias has
produced many state champions within Skills USA and two national Champions in Dental Assisting.
She strives to have the best NOCTI scores across the school, and her students always perform during
these exams, often going above the national average for scores. The mark of a truly excellent teacher
and is looked upon for advice, or different teaching strategies so that the other programs can increase
their NOCTI scores. Mindi often spends countless hours as the Skills USA advisor and should be
credited for growing the chapter currently held at CP1. Mrs. Tobias is always looking for and
implementing new strategies into her classroom, she presents annually at the New Teacher ‘Workshop
for Penn State Workforce Education doing ESL training for new teachers.

Mrs. Tobias is a role model, for her students and the staff at CPI by putting in the extra work
and time needed to see that whatever task is completed to the fullest potential. Everything she does is
organized and professional, this can be witnessed by the students who graduate from her program
and often are employed before most other students with similar training. She has developed a great
relationship with employers in her industry and they know exactly what they are getting once they
graduate from Mrs. Tobias’s program. She has developed and coordinated a Mobile Dental Lab and
Give Kids a Smile Day that are both great community service projects. Mrs. Tobias demonstrates
giving back and civic service to her students.

In closing, Mrs. Mindi Tobias is the type of educator who inspires her students to be the best,
inspires her peers to continue to get better and she pushes to achieve greatness each and every day.
Mindi deserves all the recognition she can receive and that is why it is with great pleasure that I write
this letter of recommendation for Mrs. Mindi Tobias for the Excellence in Action Award.

Sincerely,

A~
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J o‘é Luther

v @
540 NORTH HARRISON ROAD, PLEASANT GAP, PA 16823 IN I
PHONE: (814) 359-2793 FAX: (814) 359-2599 WWW.CPl.EDU —

THE CENTRAL PA INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DOES NOT:DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEX; DISABILITY :OR AGE |
ACTIVITIES AND PROVIDES EQUAL ACCESS TO THE BOY SCOUTS AND OTHER DESIGNATED.YOUTH GROUPS.: INQUIRIES MAY. BE DIRECTED. TO THE SECTION 504:CO

ITS PROGRAMS OR
ORDINATOR AT THE

CENTRAL PA INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 540 N. HARRISON ROAD, PLEASANT GAP, PA 16823 OR 814-359-2703;



1 Hovember 2018

Re: Letter of Recommendation for CPI Dental Assisting Program

Dear Commitiee,
ftis with pleasure that I write to you about my experiences with the graduates of the CPI Dental Assisting Program.

1 was introduced to the CPI Dental Assisting Program when I was a junior partner with a local orthodontist inn State
College, PA. We had a few dental assisting students intern with us. All of the interns with whom 1 interacted were
professional, competent and pleasant.

In 2010, ] opened my own orthodontic practice that consisted of 2 staff members and myself. At the time, oneofthe
two staff members was a recent graduate of the adult Dental Assisting program. -She grew in her role from chairside
clinical assistant to new patient treatment coordinator. Along the way, her growth mindset, personality and integrity
made her one of the practice’s most valnable employess.

As the practice continued to grow and more staff was needed, 1 was blessed to build our team with graduates for the
CPi program. The positive interactions that I had previously led me to reach out...again and again. . .to the Program
Director, Mindi Tobias. Over the years, T employed 8 graduates of CPL. With the exception of two that relocated to
other states and one that stopped working to focus on her family, the other CPI Dental Assisting alumnae are still
part of our team.

1 am proud to say that our team and practice coutinue to grow. In large part, T eredit the professionalism,
competence and enthusiasm of our team members to our growth.

I believe that the Dental Assisting program is well-administrated. From my experience, the graduates are prepared
for transition into practice; and, roré importantly they are prepared to grow in their dental careers.

With warmest regards,




November 13; 2018
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FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dental Assisting Program

Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Technology
540 N. Harrison Road

Pleasant Gap, PA 16823

Dear Sir or Madam,

Bellefonte Family Dentistry has had the pleasure of working with the Dental Assisting Program
at the Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Technology (CPI) in various aspects. | have
witnessed the utmost attention to the wellbeing and education of their students. CPI’s interns
have rotated in our office many times, and they have impressed me with their knowledge of
dental terms and new equipment.

I have also had the pleasure of volunteering at the CPI's Give Kids a Smile Day multiple times.
This gave me the ability to evaluate CPI’s facility. As a recent dental school graduate, | can say
that CPI's equipment is up to date, clean, and very functional. I’'m proud that we have such a
great dental assisting program in our area. All four of our assistants {current and past) have
graduated from CPL. Our practice provides a variety of procedures, including but not limited to:
IV Sedation, implants, and endodontic procedures. All of our assistants have easily adapted to
the various procedures that we provide.

I look forward to working with CPI in the future, and | hope this letter ensures that it continues
to receive the support it deserves. Thank you very much for your time in this matter.

Best,

AR TN SO

Richard J. Miller, DMD

Bellefonte Famiiy Dentistry
115 South School St
Bellefonte, PA 16823
Phone: 814-355-1587
Fax: 814-355-2179
Email: office@beliefontefamilydentistry.com



Robert L. Kilareski, DDS . 6. Matthew Kremser, DMD

Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry  Diplomate, Americen Board of Pediatric Dentistry
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Pediatric Dental Care

November 7, 2018

Dental Assisting Program

Central Pennsylvania Institute of Sclence and Technology
540 N. Harrison Road

Pleasant Gap, PA 16823

Ladies and Gentlemen;

Pediatric Dental Care has had the pleasure of being affiliated with the Dentat Assisting Program with the
Central Pennsylvania institute of Sclence and Technology in various aspects since its inception. The
fevel of education and experience in preparing these studenis for professional dental assisting careers far
exceeds the other educational facilities in Central Pennsylvania. It has been our experience with externs
from programs in the Altoona and Hamisburg areas, that their students are not as well prepared as the
externs that we have had from the dental assisting program at CPl. The CPl externs are more
knowledgeable, have more advanced clinical skilis and aiso have a certzin level of professionalism.
Attributes and gualities that are greatly appreciated and make a very positive impact, from an emplayer's
perspective, as we are assessing these "potential employeas” during the externship. We credit these
gualities to their instructors and to the educational opportunities that CPI has afforded these students
thraugh this dental assisting program. It is our sincere desire that CPI may have the meansicapabilities
to further increase the educational opportunities for students in order to include an Expanded Functions
Dental (EFDA) Assisting program to their curriculum.

Throughout our years of association with CPL we have hired many dental assisting graduates for both our
pediatric dental and orthodontic componenis of our practice. We are very proud to say that most are still -
employed and have become valuable members of our respective teams. We feel the students who
graduate through this program are well prepared to begin their careers as professionai dental assistants.

We look forward to our continued collaboration with the dental assisting program at CPI.
Sincerely,

Diane Smith

Office Manager/Administrator

Pediatric Dental Care
Happy Valley Orthodontics

1019 Gharer Road, Suite 100 - Port Matilda, PA 16870
Phone 814.238.7120 + Fax 814.238.2981 - www.pediafricdentalcare.org



Clinton County Community Dental Clinic
266 Hogan BLVD, Suite 6
Mill Hall, PA 17751
570-748-6450
ccedentalclinic@gmail.com

June 26, 2017

Re: Dental Assisting Program

Central PA Institute of Science and Technology
540 N. Harrison Rd.

Pleasant Gap, PA 16823

To Whom It May Concern:

Our practice has had the opportunity to have students job shadow and intern from Central Pennsylvania
Institute of Science and Technology Dental Assisting Program. The students we had with us displayed
professionalism, courteously and their clinical skills were above standard.

I'am proud to have hired one student part-time after she interned with our office. She is a valuable
team member and we are proud to have her with our practice.

Based upon my experience thus far, | am seeing that the students and graduates of the program are
well-prepared for future employment in the dental field.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have regarding my statements.

Thank you,

April Hall
Office Manager
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February 18, 2010

Mindy Tobias, EFDA

Dental Assisting Program :
Central PA Institute of Technology -
540 N. Harrison Road

Pleasant Gap. PA 16823

Dear Mindy,
Thank you so much for allowing Meghann Elliott to visit and observe in our office on
February 9™, If she is any indication, you have done a very good job training your

students and preparing them for employment.

Please kéep us in mind when it is time for your students to do their internships. We
would be happy to accept someone in our office.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or I may be of assistance to you
or your students.

Respectfully;

L7

David A. Schimmel, DMD, MAGD

Greenleaf Park One ¢ 2013 Sandy Drive, Suite 100 « State College, PA 16803
phone: 814 234-8527 + fax: 814 234-1568
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Dental Technology (51.0601) T- CHART page 1 of 4
" INSTRUMENT CLASSIFICATION = MEASURE AND/OR COMPARE ANGLES IN DEGREES

Program Task: Student will use Blacks instrument ~ PSSA Eligible Content Anchor: M11.8.2.1.1

classification to correctly choose instrument angle for . Description: Measure and/or compare angles in degrees
the procedure the doctor will perform.  (up to 360) (protractor must be provided or drawn)
Program Associated Vocabulary _ Math Associated Vocabulary

BLACKS FORMULA, CUTTING, NONCUTTING, _ ANGLE, DEGREES, INTERIOR ANGLES, EXTERIOR
SHANK, WORKING END, NIB, MONANGLE, . ANGLES, VERTICAL ANGLES, CORRESPONDING
BIANGLE ‘  ANGLES, PARALLEL, TRANSVERSAL

Program Formulas and Procedures ~ Formulas and Procedures

Read angle measurement
here. Make sure you
read the number that
started from zero where
the angle begins.

Dental instruments are site specific. Black’s formula
uses a 3 or 4 numbering system to identify width of
blade, degree of angle, length of blade, degree of - Reading a protractor:
angle from handle. Students need to be able to
recognize the correct instrument and angle doctor will
need for different procedures. Learning how to find

angles with a protractor and recognizing common ,
angles will help the student with ordering and handing Start here,
correct instrument in four handed dentistry. - where the
angle begins.
O TR RTRET AROmROsoe. e
; \ - Line up angle vertex here
EXAMPLE: l ' ' ‘ ;   Two parallel lines cut by a transversal:
A B Cc D )
Dr. Jones needs a mandibular extraction forcepts to
extract tooth #30, he needs a forceps with a 50 degree m

A

angle. Using your protractor measure the angles of the
above instument and choose the one with a 50 degree
angle.

SOLUTION:

B and C are straight, when using the protractor to
measure A and D, D is the forceps with the 50 degree
angle. A is a 40 degree angle.

A

Angles &4, 283, 5&8, 6&7 are vertical angles.
Angles 1&5, 286, 3&7, 4&%8 are corresponding angles.

If lines m and n are parallel then corresponding angles
are congruent, Alternate Interior angles are congruent,
and Alternate Exterior angles are congruent.

Vertical angles are always congruent.

. Sample Questions:

1. Ifangle 1 =40°, what is the measure of angle 8?
Angle 8 must measure 40°, since <1 and <8 are
alternate exterior angles.

2. fm<2=3x+4,and m<3=x+ 38, solve for x
3x+4=x+8 (subtract x from both sides)

2x+4=8  (subtract 4 from both sides)
2x=4 (divide both sides by 2)
X=2

Plesnarski (Math) Heil (Dental) M11.B.2.1.1 Rev. 7/1/09 PDE/BCTE Math Council



Dental Technology (51.0601) T- CHART page 2 of 4

Teacher's Script - Comparing and Contrasting

Hygienists do not carry around a protractor to measure angles, so it is vital that they learn to quickly identify angle
measurements through estimation. The fact that the hygienist must identify the exact components of the instrument that
make up the angle adds to the complexity of the skill.

Common Mistakes Made By Students

Reading the wrong indicator on the protractor (bottom number versus top number, or vice-versa).

Lab Teacher's Extended Discussion

Pull various dental instruments out and have students measure the angles with protractor. When they have mastered
this skill, try to see if they can estimate instrument angles while practicing four handed dentistry chair side.

Plesnarski (Math) Heil (Dental) M11.B.2.1.1 Rev. 7/1/09 PDE/BCTE Math Council



Dental Technology (51.0601) T- CHART

page 3 of 4

Problems

Occupational (Contextual) Mafh:vadncépts;: G SQIutnons s

1) The doctor needs to check bone loss in a furcation
area of tooth number 19. Using your protractor, which
explorer has a 145 degree angle from the handle? Why is
it necessary to use this probe to check furcation’'s?

2) In Blacks instrument classification the 4" number is
the degree of the shank from the handle. Which of the -
following formulas describes the intstrument to the right?

A 1585812 B.1585815 C.1585820

3) When prepping a class 1 occlusal cavity, the buccal
proximal wall needs to be 75° to accurately condense
amalgam. Choose the letter that represents 75°.

‘Problems

" Rolated, Generic Vath Goncepts

4) Which angle would you estimate to be the interior
angle of the hairpin shown here? How would you describe
a "hairpin turn” in the road? :

a) 10° b)45° ¢)90° d) 120°

5) Your GPS indicates that you are traveling in a
direction (bearing) that is determined to be 270°. If 90° is
East, in which direction are you traveling?

6) To be wheelchair accessible, the steepness of ramps
must not exceed 1 foot of rise per 12 feet of run. This
equates approximately to a 5° angle. Use the protractor
provided to draw this angle measure.

] i

> .\j
g___l|ln]uwxmpn;pnqumunwxw@[vmmmmgmw

Problems

* PSSA Math Look

(s P PO A
R Solutions

7) What is the angle measure of < XYZ?
A. 57°
B. 63°
C. 123°
D. 137°

8) Given: a|b, ¢|d
fmZL1=2x+16and mL2 =x+ 14, then what
is the value of x?

9) Which of the angles on the right are closest to 76°?

T &

Plesnarski (Math) Heil (Dental) M11.B.2.1.1

Rev. 7/1/09 PDE/BCTE Math Council




Dental Technology (51.0601) T- CHART

page 4 of 4

Problems

Occupational (Contextual) Math Concepts

Solutions

1) The doctor needs to check bone loss in a furcation
area of tooth number 19. Using your protractor, which
explorer has a 145 degree angle from the handle? Why is
it necessary to use this probe to check furcation’s?

The Third explorer has a 145 degree angle, because a
furcation is between the roots of the tooth a 145 degree
angle is required to get between and under the root
structure.

2) In Blacks instrument classification the 4™ number is
the degree of the shank from the handle. Which of the
following formulas describes the intstrument to the right?

A 1585812 B. 15858 15 C. 1585820

The angle measure is 54°.

(31 b
—_—

- FIL00T = 360% — 3400 = 3805 — Lo

2
e

o
Y

@
«:

x=15, so letter B is the correct classification.

3) When prepping a class 1 occlusal cavity, the buccal
proximal wall needs to be 75° to accurately condense
amalgam. Choose the letter that represents 75°.

Letter C is the closest illustration to a 75 degree angle.

Problems

Related, Generic Math Concepts

Solutions

4) Which angle would you estimate to be the interior
angle of the hairpin shown here? How would you describe
a “hairpin turn” in the road?

a)10° b)45° ¢)90° d) 120°

The correct answer is “a” because a 10° interior angle turn
would very nearly turn a driver back in the direction from
which s/he came. Hairpin turns get their name because
they have interior angles similar to a real hairpin.

| 5) Your GPS indicates that you are traveling in a
direction (bearing) that is determined to be 270°. If 90° is
East, in which direction are you traveling?

You are traveling West (when your bearing is 270°)
90° is East, 180° is South, 360° is North.

8) To be wheelchair accessible, the steepness of ramps
must not exceed 1 foot of rise per 12 feet of run. This
equates approximately to a 5° angle. Use the protractor
provided to draw this angle measure.

Problems PSSA Math Look Solutions
7) What is the angle measure of < XYZ?
A. 57°
B. 63° C. 123°
C. 123°
D. 137°

8) Given: alb, c|d
FmZ1=2x+16and m.£ 2 =x+ 14, then what
is the value of x?

Angles 1 and 2 are congruent angles so,
2x+16=x+14 > x+16=14 5> x=-=2

(subtract x from each side, then subtract 16 from each side)

9) Which of the angies on the right are closest to 76°?

AI-___—> B E;:::

Plesnarski (Math) Heil (Dental) M11.B.2.1.1

Rev. 7/1/09 PDE/BCTE Math Council




' CPI dental program

recognized as

- Exemplary
‘Career and Technical

- Program

The CPI Dental Assisting Program has
been recognized as the highly prestigious
Exemplary Career and Technical
Education Program in Pennsylvania for
the 2012-2013 school year. The award was
presented to Mrs. Mindi Tobias, instructor,
and Mrs. Janice Wert, assistant instructor,
at the PA Career and Technical Education
Conference in June 2013 at the Seven
Springs Resort. The awarded was estab-
lished to recognize both students and

instructors for their academic and techni-
cal achievement and the advancement of

school-wide goals. Seated, from left, are

Janice Wert and Mindi Tobias; standing,
Cierra Hipple, Sara Boyles, Victoria
. Wagner, Mollie Bussard, Tonya Cadman,
Taylor McCauley and Shannon Brown..

PHOTO PROVIDED

fr

[




CPF'S DENTAL ASSISTING INSTRUCTOR

SPRING 201
 NEWSLETTER
FEATURES

MINDI TOBIAS

'ENROLLMENT

INCENTIVE PROGRAM

SEMESTER

HAPPENINGS

NEWS

WORTHY

PLUS MORE .



CPI'S DENTAL ASSISTING INSTRUCTOR

MINDI TOBIAS

2019

AWARD WINNER

DR. CARL ). SGHAEFER WAS
ACHAMPION IN CAREER AND

TECHNICAL EDUCATION. IN HONOR

‘OF DR. SCHAEFER, THE NATIONAL
OCCUPATIONAL COMPETENCY TESTING
INSTITUTE (NOCTD SPONSORS THE
 “CARL ). SCHAEFER MEMORIAL

AWARD,” A NATIONAL AWARD TO
 RECOGNIZE AN OUTSTANDING CTE

TEACHER OR CTE TEACHER CANDIDATE.

- THE SAME QUALITIES TO DESCRIBE
DR. SCHAEFER CAN BE SAID FOR THE

 RECIPIENT OF THIS VEAR'S AWARD.

AS A LEADER within the Central Pennsylvania Institute of
Science and Technology (CPI), the classroom of the Dental
Assisting program, and the surrounding communities,
Mindi Tobias’ impact is far-reaching. She is committed
to her students’ success and has the results to show it. In
2013, her program was named the Pennsylvania Career and
Technical Education Program of the Year; she has helped
produce nine Pennsylvania Skills USA champions and two
National Skills USA champions along with several top
three finishers in both events, and since she began teaching
at CPL, every ope of her students has scored in the highest
category of the NOCTT assessments.

Although these accolades are remarkable, the impression
she has had on her students and peers is perhaps more
significant. A fellow staff member believes Ms. Tobias
is “the type of educator who inspires her students to be
the best, inspires her peers to continue to get better, and
pushes to achieve greatness each and every day” Her
students would agree. The most common opinion among
them is that Mindi is a very giving and caring instructor,
who motivates her pupils to set the standard in the field of
Dental Assisting.



One student commented that Tobias has “always been an

inspiration to me. She genuinely cares about the education and

well-being of her students.” Adding, “She has made me into the
atudent T am today and I couldn’t be more thankful.” Simply
put, while instructing them to become Radiology Certified,
teaching over 100 hands-on tasks, and preparing them for college
admission or the workforce, Mindi is inspiring her students to
he their very best.

A litelong learner with a host of professional certifications,
Tobias also maintains a part-time job to stay current in the
licld of Dentistry while working towards a degree in Workforce
tilucation from Penn State University. The Dean’s List student’s
continual efforts toward growth are examples Tobias expects her
students to emulate. Part of this growth process is to give back
through community service efforts such as: Special Olympics,
¢:P’l Give Kids a Smile Day, and Life Skills Education Day, just
10 name a few. These outreach efforts not only serve as purposeful
teaching tools allowing students to utilize learned skills, but also
Alow them to experience the importance of helping others.

“NocTr's NATIONAL AWARD
T0 RECOGNIZE AN QUTSTANDING

‘ IN CAREER & TECHNICAL
EDUCATOR e nucaTION”

In her formative years, Tobias was influenced by her third grade
teacher, Mrs. Shope, who allowed her to become the teaching
asststant for her class. It was then that she knew teaching was
lier future. She also credits another teacher, Mrs. Watson for
instilfing the drive to succeed within her and can still hear her
voice delivering words of wisdom to this day.

Since becoming a CPI teacher in 2008, Mindi has experienced
many changes in her profession. Her ability to not only evolve
hiit also excel as a nationally-recognized educator is a testament to
her character and willingness to give others the best opportunity
possible. Preferring to avoid the spotlight, she gives recognition
1o her peers and administration at CPI for helping to refine her
teaching style, introducing new strategies, and continuously
oltering support. Adding that this type of collaboration is the
"' way” and her teaching success is a joint effort.

Itepardlens of who gets the credit, Tobias is making an impact on
the lives of many people. The students and staff at CPI are proud
to tecopnlze Mindi Tobias for her hard work, dedication to the
w honland students, selflessness, compassion, and leadership. The
priiaciples ol the Dr. Carl J. Schaefer Award will be represented
well Ly having, her as the recipient of this year’s award. :

CPINAMED TOVICTORY MEDIA'S 2016
MILITARY FRIENDLY® SCHOOLS LIST

CPI is proud to announce that it has been

* designated as a 2016 Military Friendly® School

by Victory Media. Now in its seventh year,
the prestigious Military Friendly® Schools
designation provides service members and
their families with transparent, data-driven
ratings about post-military education and
career opportunities.

LEARNING & WORK ALIGNED

Haley Spicer, an AM student in CPIs
Automotive Science Technology program,
does an all-wheel alignment on a Chevy
HHR. The sophomore from Bald Eagle
Area uses a HawkEye Elite system to
measure the position and orientation of
targets and then relays that information to
a computer screen allowing Spicer to make
the proper adjustments.



Central Pennsylvania Institute
of Science and Technology

President

Richard C. Makin

Director of Secondary Education

MaryAnn E. Volders

Director of Adult & Post-Secondary Education

Todd Taylor

CPI GIVE KIDS A SMILE DAY!!!!

D0AM-3:45PM

February 1, 20

CP ental Clinic

‘..‘. 540 N. Harrison Rd

;Pleasant Gap, 'P_A'16823

February is Children’s Dental Health Awareness Month. CPI dental health staff
along with community dental volunteers will be providing free dental exams,
cleanings, x-rays, fluoride treatments, sealants, and restorations if time allows.
Available to local children ages 0-17 whose families are having difficulty affording
dental care. Please contact us at the number listed above or email address so we

can get you scheduled.

540 North Harrison Road - Pleasant Gap, PA 16823 - Ph 814-359-2793 - FAX 814-359-2599

The Central PA Institute of Science and Technology does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other
designated youth groups. Inquiries may be directed to the Section 504 Coordinator at the Central PA [nstitute of Science and Technology, 540 N. Harrison Road, Pleasant Gap, PA 16823 or 814-359-2793.
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This i issue of the newsletter

ﬁ‘atures our Associate in
Specialized ]écbnology
(AST) degree progmms

: ‘l'Ihese programs are approved by the Pennsylvama‘
Department ‘of Education; fully -accredited by ‘the .
Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges,
‘and students enrolled in the programs may be eligible for
- financial aid. 1 also want to point out the affordabﬂrty of
- AST degree programs at CPI! Please take afew minutes to: o
“read the article on CPI degree programs written by Todd

: ‘Taylor Vice-President of Post- Secondary Educatron

Since our - last nevvsletter, there have been severa[”*‘; :
'noteworthy events ‘at " CPL" These include "a joint

announcement - of ~a " $4,000,000 - Redevelopment =
Assistance Capital Project (RACP) grant by Governor:
Tom Wolf and Senator Jake Corman, the dedication =
of the Hawbaker Transportation Training Center, and .

*the ‘selection of CPI as a Top :100 Organization by

Pennsylvania ‘Business Central. Regarding the RACP =
- grant for the Health Sciences Bullcbng project, we are
- greatly - appreciative of Senator . Corman’s efforts to

2 lnclude the CPI grant in the state budget >

The desrgnatron of CPI as a Top 100 Orgamzatlon is -
drrectlyatmbutable to our faculty; staff, and administration. -
The “greatness” of any organization depends on the people

in the organization. The faculty, staff, and administration

“at CPI are committed to the success of our:students;

They work hatd to make CPI a special experience for . '
our students and being named a Top 100 Orgamzatlon i
is a fitting tribute to them. I congratulate them and am

prlvﬂeged to be part of their efforts.

As we approach the end of the school year, please be -
reminded - that: Senior . Certificate and  Awards Night
will be held Thursday, May 31 at 6:30 PM. Each of our

- graduates will receive four tickets for farmly and friends
to attend the program. -

I will close by sharing that, during all of my years as an
educator, T have never seen so many opportunities for
. graduates of our programs. I strongly encourage you to
consider at career-technical education pathway for your
~ student or yourself and invite you to visit CPI to learn
-more about us. :

- Lhope you enjoy this i issue of the newsletter As always,r

I thank you for the opportunity to work with your -
smdents If you have any questions or something -

to share to help us do even better, please emaJl me at,

rmakin@cpi.edu.
- Dr. Richard C Makin, President

A MESSAGE FROM THE

CPI NEWS

After years of bard work I am ‘_
proud to announce that you . -
“can now earn a degree at CPL

ﬁIVEE KIDS A SMILE DAY AT CP|

CPI hosted Give Kids a Smile Day, coordinated by
Dental Assisting Instructor Mindi Tobias and Assistant
Instructor Heidi Wagner with assistance from the
Institute’s Dental Assisting program and community
volunteers. The event was open to local families and was
part of a larger national initiative through the American
Dental Association Foundation which offered free dental
exams, cleanings, X-rays, fluoride treatments and sealants.
Pictured are several volunteers who assisted in the day’s
work, including morning Dental Assisting students.

LEAVING A LASTING IMPRESSION

‘After 13 years serving as CPIs Practical Nursing
Coordinator, Jane Irwin entered retirement. Seen here
with CPI President Richard Makin, (left) and Vice-
President of Post-Secondary Education Todd Taylor,
Irwin stated, “I have had a wonderful nursing career and
worked in varied locations and specialty areas, but none
where I experienced such warmth and acceptance as I have
found at CPL.” Students and staff, past and present would
like to wish Jane a very happy and healthy retirement.
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Heather Mitchell
FUTURES EMOTiON§

Heather is 2 2012 graduate of the
Central Pennsylvania Institute  of
Science and Technology and Bald
Eagle High School. She completed the
three-year Dental Assisting Program
with honors and was awarded the 2012
David B. Garver Memorial Scholarship
and the CPI Leadership Award. In her
senior year, Heather was the
SkillsUSA Dental Assisting State 1st
place winner and also competed in the
SkillsUSA National competition in
Kansas City. At CPI, Heather earned
her Dental Assisting National Board
Radiology, DANB Infection Control,
and CPR/AED certifications. Heather
is currently attending Harrisburg Area

‘Community College in the Dental

Hygiene program.

"CPI was such an inspiration in helping
me decide what my career path was going
to be for my future. Itlead me in the right

direction and prepared myself and
others to further our education inthe
fields of science and technology.”
- Heather Wigchelt

CPI GRADUATE
Dental Assisting Program, 2012 -

STUDENT SUCCESS

Learn more about high school & adult programs
www.cpi.edu 1-877-968-7388
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The majority of Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science
and Technology’s 2014-15 dental assisting program stu-
dents passed their DANB Infecticn Control and Radiology
certifications. CPI's dental assisting 900-hour education
and technical training course prepares students to work
with patients to make them feel comfortable ion the dental
chair and to prepare them for treatments and procedures,
sterilize dental instruments, prepare the work area for
patient treatment, help the dentists during examiniations,
instruct patients in proper dental hygiene, process X-rays,
do lab tasks, keep records of dental treatments, schedule
patient appointments and work with patients on billing and
payment.
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Senior de?ntal assistant students at the Central Penn-
sylvania Institute of Science and Technology had the
opportunity to work one-on-one with staff at State Col-
lege @rthodontics. During their visit, students complet-
ed the following advanced techniques: placing of brack-
ets, ligature ties, elastomerics, and digital and alginate
impressions which they poured into casts. The part-
nership between CPl and State College Orthodontics
provides high schootl students with the experience of,
working with an experienced staff in a real-world setting
that supplements their career and technical education.
Pictured, from left, CPI students Shannon Brown, Sara
Boyles, Tonya Cadman, Anna Plokhova, Hannah Park and

Taylor McCauley.
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By CHRIS MORELLI

editor@centrecountygazette.com

PLEASANT GAP — Over the years, the
Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science
and Technology has produced its share of
award-winning students. :

Add Bellefonte’s Kierra Benner 8 ‘the
list.

The Bellefonte Area High School and
CPI student will head to Louisville, Ky., in
June to compete in the SkillsUSA Cham-
pionships. The Bellefonte junior, who is in
CPI's dental assisting program, took first
place in the SkillsUSA wmbbmﬁﬁs& Cham-
pionships, which were held in Hershey
April 8-10.

“« »

I was so excited that I cried,” Benner
said. “I wasn't expecting it to make me feel
that way, but it did. Skills was a lot of fun
and winning the medal just added to that.”

Benner was up against 10 students in
her division.

With that victory behind her, Benner
has now begun preparing for the next stage
in Louisville. .

She’s going down there with the hopes
of winning another medal. -

“It’s exciting ... it's something for me to
strive for. I really want to win nationals. It's
a big deal,” Benner said.

In Louisville, everything will be magni-
fied. Benner is trying to make certain she is
well-prepared for nationals.

“We have stations set up and I've been
practicing those at least twice a week,” she
said. “I also take things home and practice.
I study all the time.”

According to Benner, CPI has done a
wonderful job preparing her for the com-
petition as well as her career, which will
come down the road.

“Being a hands-on school, it Wm:um alot.
You're actually doing things you're inter-
ested in. Being here, you know you are
going to use this later on in life because it’s
what you want to do,” Benner said.

Mindi Tobias is the instructor for the
dental assisting program at CPL

Tobias is thrilled that Benner was able
to make nationals as a junior.

_“She’s an outstanding student. Only
being an 11th grader, she hasn't covered
probably a good 10 chapters that are part
of the knowledge test she took down at
states.-She has to work above and at a fast-
er rate than the rest of her class, which she
has to do on her own time,” Tobias said.

Between now and nationals, Tobias will
help Benner get prepared for the next level.

“(Benner) has to practice with me. 1
like to monitor them weekly. She’ll have to
make time for that as well. It's on top of her

regular work,” Tobias said. “It means she’ll.

be taldng on an extra amount of work that
she’s not required to do.”

Tobias will accompany Benner to Lou-
isville. It's the first time she’s gone with a
student to nationals.

“I'm very excited,” Tobias said.

But at the end of the day, it's not about
medals or competitions. It's about getting
students prepared for their careers.

“When (students) leave here, we want
them to be prepared,” Tobias said, “and
they are.” 4

Benner said that Tobias has been a key
part of her success.

“She’s one of the best teachers I've ever
had,” Benner said. “She’s always there.
When I get nervous, she knows how to
talk to me and she knows how to calm me
down. At states, I was really nervous but
she told me I'd do great.”

It turns out that was an understate-
ment.

With a trip to Louisville looming, Ben-
ner is doing all she can to prepare for na-
tionals.

E_w_m MORELLI/The Gaz
KIERRA BENNER, a student at CP!, will :mma to the SkillsUSA Championships in Louisville, Ky., ne)
month.

In addition to Tobias, her family will

“traveling with her.

“Everyone is looking forward to i
Benner said. “I think everyone is super ¢
cited.”



— LITTLE ASSISTANTS |

. v Submitted photo
A8 PART OF a career awareness activity, children from Cen-Clear Child Services Head Start recently

had the opportunity to “gown up” as dentists with the Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science and
Technology's dental assisting program. The activity was jointly planned and carried out by the Cen-
Clear staff and students and faculty in CPI's dental assisting and early childhood programs. Children
in the Cen-Clear program attend CPI's preschool three days each week

Submitted photo
AS PART OF their community service requirement, students in the CP! dental assisting program held

their yearly Preschool Education Day for the students in the CPl early childhood education program.
The preschoolers participated in several activities including games (“Good Food/Bad Food” and “Pin
the Tooth in the Tooth Fairy’s Hand"), a short video on Cavity Creeps, brushing and flossing mouth
models, “Dress Like a Dental Team Member,” and a visit from the Tooth Fairy who read a book
about visiting the dentist. The children also had their pictures taken with the State College Spikes’
“Tooth.” Most important, all the preschoolers were given a tooth brush packet, encouraged to brush
their teeth two times a day and share what they learned with their families
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Good Morning!

I just want to give you and your staff a BIG THANK YOU!
Your students did a great job and every school was very
impressed with the "teaching" ability of your students. One
teacher said she "could have sworn the student was an
instructor!" Every teacher said the kids were kept interested in
learning! The lessons were fabulous as one teacher
stated! Very nice job!! Maybe next year, we can do it earlier in
the year so we do not have to worry about snow days!! I hope
we can plan to continue this from year to year!!!

GREAT JOB!!! |
THANK YOU ALL AGAIN!

Lori Stover RN, BSN 7
- PVSD Elementary School Nurse




Cole M. Robinson
BEA

AlecE. Songer
BHS

Kevin K. Howell
BEA

Jared E. Ishler
BER

MASONRY & BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

THE CLYDE W. CONFER MEMORIAL AWARD
DONATED BY: REBECCA CHAMEERS & MIRIAM 0. CONFER

Monetary Gift

NONATED BY: MR, KEN HASSINGER
Refrigeration Gauges

QUTSTANDING STUDENT* .
Plaque

DONATER BY: PERBSYLVENIA CONCRETE SMSGNRY ASSOCUTION
Tool Bag/Tools

RONALD J. GUMMO, SR., MEMORIAL AWARD
SPONSORED BY: MELISSA GUMMS
Monetary Gift

COL. DONALD E, ANTES MEMORIAL AWARD
SPONSORED BY: BUILDERS ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL PA

Monetary Gift

OUTSTANDING STUDENT*
Plaque

Carissa J. Billett
BEA

gll Listed Graduates
BHS

Mason E. Aber

| BHS
Isatah M. Fiedler
BHS

Jospeh A, Firmann
HS

Kaleb T. Harpster
BHS

DOMATED BY: BOUND TREE MEDICAL
Clinician Series Stethoscope

GUTSTANDING STUDENT*
Plaque

DONATED BY: MR. BEN DETWILER
Machinery Handbook 30th Edition

DONATED BY: INTERFUSE MANUFACTURING
Electronic Caliper

DONATED BY: BEAR SPRINGS MANUFACTURING
6” Digital Calipers

STEPHEN ZELEZNICK MEMORIAL AWARD
SPONSORED BY: SUE RUTH
Monetary Gift

DONATED BY: QUALITY MACHINING INC.

Micrometer

QUTSTANDING STUDENT*
Plaque

 PROTECTIVE SERVICES

; - CHARD HEVERLY MEM
.
Monetary Gift

[ONATED BY: BAKER INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES, LLC
Mouetary Gift :

OUTSTANDING STUDENT*
Plaque

BEA

Tessa N. Tate
BHS

RNTHONY DORAN MEMORIAL AWARD

Timothy F. Benford

BHS | Monetary Gift
Lacey L. Fink | ASON WEAVER MEMORIAL AWARD
BEA | Monetary Gift

DONATED BY: ROBERTS OXYGEN CO. INC.
LTS160-DC Lift Arc TIG/Stick Welder Package

QUTSTANDING STUBENT*
Plaque

Bryan D. Shreffler
. BHS

*This award is presented to a student who maintains high standards
of personal and professional conduct, strives for excellence in
education” and employment, and commits and supports the
community, country, and society. Students receiving this award
maintain excellent grades and attendance during their enroliment
at CP1 and go above and beyond the expecrations that are set for
them by their instructor and the program of study set by the PA
Deparumenr of Education.

THE STUDENTS, EACULTY,
& ADMINISTRATION WOULD LIKE TO
THANK THE AWARD SPONSORS ror e
GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS &
SUPPORT OF OUR PROGRAMS.

Ifyou are interested in becoming an award sponsor, please
contact Theresa Brickley at (814) 359-2793 x255 or email
thrickley@cpi.edu. As a reminder, cash contributions made

to the CPI Foundation may be tax-deductible. ﬁ' S

STUDENTS PROVIDE DENTAL CARE

The CPI Mobile Dental Van is on the road
again! Dental Assisting students at CPI recently
accompanied the mobile unit to Centre Crest to
provide dental services for residents. The students gain
real-life experience working with CPI staff dentist,
Dr. Cheri Basco and Dental Assisting instructor,
Mindi Tobias. Pictured are high school students;
Madison Perry, Hannah Confer, and Ashley Rockey.



“at Centre Crést in Bellefonte for a nurse

MARCH 27 _APRIL 2,2014 THE CENTRE C

TOOTH FAIRY VISITS |

‘ - - » Submitted photo
AS PART OF their community service requirement, students in the CPI dental assisting program held
their yearly Preschool Education Day for the students in the CPI early chitdhood education program.
The preschoolers participated in several activities including games (“Good Food/Bad Food” and “Pin
the Tooth in the Tooth Fairy’s Hand”), a short video on Cavity Creeps, brushing and flossing mouth
models, “Dress Like a Dental Team Member,” and a visit from the Tooth Fairy who read a hook
about visiting the dentist. The children also had their pictures taken with the State College Spikes’
“Tooth.” Most important, all the preschoolers were given a tooth brush packet, encouraged to brush
their teeth two times a day and share what they learned with their families.

‘CPI and Centre Crest partner
for nurse aide training program

BELLEFONTE — The Ceniral Pennsyl-

vania Institute of Science and Technology
held a graduation ceremony on March 10

aide training program. ‘ v
The nine graduates are now working at;:
Centre Cresasnurse aids S




