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Percent of students who take 
remedial courses

• 63% at two-year institutions

• 40% at four-year institutions

The Bridge Project

Stanford University (2004)



Students who take remedial ed 
are less likely to complete

Students who require Graduate in 8 years

No remedial courses 57%

One or two remedial courses 29%

Four remedial courses 19%

Source:  National Center for

Education Statistics (2007)



“Entering college without need for 

remediation is one of the most 

important factors contributing to 

eventual college completion.” 

Source:   Issue Brief prepared for White House

Summit, October, 2010, Elisabeth 

Barnett and Katherine Hughes, 

Community College Research Center



U.S. Department of Education, College Completion Tool Kit, Washington, D.C., 2011.

http://www.ed.gov/college-completion/governing-win
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New ─ Just Out!

Pathways to Prosperity

by

Harvard Graduate School of Education



Pathways to Prosperity

• Calls for national effort to develop a broader 
vision of pathways in which students can be 
successful ... rather than focusing on the 
pathway of attending and graduating with a 
four-year degree

• Ask nation’s employers to play expanded role

• New social compact between youth and 
society 





www.league.org/significantdiscussions
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Significant Discussions

• Anne Arundel Community College (MD)
• Central Piedmont Community College (NC)
• Lehigh Carbon Community College (PA)
• Maricopa Community Colleges (AZ)
• Miami Dade College (FL)
• San Diego Community College District (CA)
• Southwestern Oregon Community College (OR)
• Sinclair Community College (OH)
• St. Louis Community College (MO)

College Partnerships



Components



Getting Started





Gap Analysis



Curriculum Alignment



Assessment



The guide includes . . . 

• Tips
• Templates
• Worksheets
• Discussion Prompts
• Samples
• Examples
• Checklists

• Process in Practice

• “Making Connections”









Kathleen Beauman
Anne Arundel Community College - Maryland



» Development of the Tech Prep
Work Team (1991)

» School to Career Transition (1995)

» Maryland’s CTE Program of Study 
Established (1995)

» Maryland State Department of 
Education Career Clusters/
Pathways (MSDE Blue Book)

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/F8A34712-B21E-4DC2-A186-9144565375F2/21396/MDDeptofEDCTEBookforPrinterCompanyReproduction9280.pdf


» High Schools that Work (2000)

» Smaller Learning Communities



» College and Career Transition Initiative
(CCTI – 2003-present)

» Integrated into Tech Prep Local Labor Market 
Team Significant focus on Student Success and 
Transition

» Significant Discussions (2010 – present)



» Support from top leadership

» Create a structure that supports collaboration

25
Martha A. Smith, Ph.D., President of AACC



Kevin M. Maxwell, Ph.D., Superintendent of AACPS

» Support from top leadership

» “No school system can be great by itself—we need the resources from 
our community, businesses, educational partners, parents and students.”



» Building Pathways
o Secondary

o Community College

o Four-year College

» Department Chairs/
Transfer Coordinator

» Program Pathways Web Site

» High School Program of Study Booklet

» Transfer Web Site

http://www.aacps.org/html/studt/hscoursebook10-11.pdf
http://www.aacps.org/html/studt/hscoursebook10-11.pdf
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http://www.aacc.edu/transfer


http://www.aacc.edu/catalog/interactiveCatalog1011/catalogPages/92.pdf
http://www.aacc.edu/BUSINESS/
http://www.aacc.edu/transfer/


Rationale Process Procedures Outcomes



» Clarify Community College Expectations

» Early Assessment 

» Parent Information Sessions
(one-stop session)

» Transition Advisors

» Concurrent Enrollment



» Credit – high schools and 
baccalaureate-granting institutions
o http://www.aacc.edu/aboutaacc/consortium/

» Noncredit program pathways
o http://www.aacc.edu/coned/

http://www.aacc.edu/aboutaacc/consortium/
http://www.aacc.edu/coned/


» Systems do things differently
» Going to college can be confusing
» Program Pathways are simply roadmaps…they are not 

written in stone and individual paths will vary
» Building and maintaining partnerships facilitate 

relationships, sustainability and create new ways of doing 
business!



Next Steps…

• Roles for many

– Administrators
– Faculty
– Counselors
– Business Partners
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For more information and technical 
assistance on Significant Discussions:

• Laurance Warford
warford@league.org

• Marsha VanNahmen
mvannahmen@columbusctl.com

mailto:warford@league.org
mailto:mvannahmen@columbusctl.com

